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meeting between his chief, the German ambassador, and the  CHAP.
Colonial Secretary. The ambassador consented with satisfaction, * LV*IL
but for the wrong reasons. His spirit was not promising. .For ^T- 61-
one thing, he partly disliked, partly dreaded, and partly under-
estimated Chamberlain, regarding him as an imperious and
ambitious character whose rise in the State was owing to
demagogic gifts. Conscious of an antique pedigree, Paul Hatz-
feldt disparaged both the motives and powers of a man so
utterly unlike any Continental type, so hard to be measured by
old diplomatists de carriere; and rather indulged the fancy of
bringing Chamberlain to eat a little humble pie in Britain's bad
hour.
Essential here to realise the circumstances in Berlin itself.
There were mingled reasons for elation and nervousness. By
strange coincidence the Bill which founded the new German fleet
was just then passing through its final stages in the Reichstag.1
William II. and his advisers desired nothing less than any bind-
ing connection with England which would fetter their naval
expansion. Yet, knowing their own far-reaching calculations
and fearing a premature awakening in this country, they desired
nothing more than to manage England prudently for some years
to come. It seemed high policy to keep Britain in play, to evade
entanglement, and to work for incidental gains.
Count Hatzfeldt on March 24 (Thursday) telegraphed to the
Wilhelmstrasse that he was invited by Baron Alfred de Roth-
schild to lunch next Saturday to meet some Cabinet Ministers
(perhaps Balfour and Chamberlain). "I have an impression that
the initiative is not Rothschild's alone and that the main object
is to make a confidential attempt at a rapprochement with Ger-
many." 2 Balfour, it must be remembered, was acting as Foreign
Secretary. His uncle the Prime Minister was ill in the South of
Prance. Requesting instructions, Hatzfeldt adds that he will
"give Chamberlain distinctly to understand" that before any
rapprochement can be promoted in Berlin, he must convince the
Kaiser's ambassador that "he will show himself more responsive
in certain colonial questions, for example in the neutral zone.
1 Schulthess, JEuropdischer Ge- 2 Grosse PoUtik, vol. xiv. First Part,
schichtskalender, March 23-28, 1898, pp. 193-194 (Hatzfeldt to Holstein
pp. 80-88.                                               March 24, 1898),
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